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the procession. He was furious and rated the painter, who, ex-
pressing surprise at the fuss, went back, blotted out the Bible,
and put a pair of gloves in Henry's hands!

For all Philip's studied affability and the care taken to keep
his proud retinue In hand, close acquaintance did not make
Englishmen love Spaniards the more, nor Spaniards English-
men. e At this time/ notes a diarist, * there was so many Spaniards
In London that a man should have met in the streets for one
Englishman above four Spaniards, to the great discomfort of
the English nation.' His remark may be interpreted to mean that
a quarter of the number was as much as the average Londoner
could stand. On 5 September there was e a talk of twelve thou-
sand Spaniards corning more into the realm, they said to fetch
the crown/ Then followed a rumour that the archbishopric
of Canterbury was given to a Spanish friar. Swords were apt to
leap from scabbards when the two nations met, and many were
the affrays between them. Too true It was that Mary had given
her critics and enemies a powerful weapon in bringing the
Spaniards to England. But to a love-sick, passionate woman
what did that count?

The other heart's desire of the Queen now lay open to her.
For a whole year Cardinal Pole, as the Pope's legate, had fretted
on the threshold of the kingdom; Peter seeking admission to
the house of Mary. For various reasons he had been denied
entry until the marriage was over, but at length the door opened
to him. On 30 November 1554 amidst scenes of infectious emo-
tion - the Queen quietly sobbing. Members answeringc Amen,
amen!* and weeping in one another's arms - Parliament bowed
itself in humble penitence and supplication before the Pope's
representative and listened to his solemn absolution of the
nation. England had returned to the bosom and unity of
Christ's Church. But neither their emotion that day, nor Pole's
anguish of soul at the spectacle of a barter over spiritual re-
demption, could prevent them as practical and now sober men
from devising a pope-proof guarantee to safeguard their
possession of monastic and chantry property.

As a result of this Parliament, faggot and stake were able to